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Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 July 2005 . 
2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1.3.4.6-9.11.12 and 14 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1.3.4.6-9.11.12 and 14 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 14 have been read and 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The 35 U.S.C.1 12 rejection to claim 1 has been withdrawn since it has been 
clarified to remove the terms "or the like" to avoid ambiguity and indefiniteness. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 6-9, 11, 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Anderson Jr. (6,578,203) in view of Matthews III (5,600,368). 

Regarding claims 1, 3, 4, 6-9, 11 and 12, Anderson Jr. discloses a method for 
distributing video images and audio signals of a race car competition from the 
perspective of an individual race participant (col.3, ln.7-15) to one or more individual 
viewers (fig.1, note multiple receivers 75 that are used by multiple viewers in a 
broadcasting environment) comprising the steps of: 

providing each of a plurality of participants in said event with a video camera and 
a microphone positioned to provide sound and a view of the race from that participant's 
perspective (col.3, ln.7-15), 
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providing each of said cameras with a respective transmitter for transmitting 
information regarding video images and audio generated by the camera and 
microphone, respectively, which video image and audio reflect the participant's view of 
the race (fig.2, note plural video camera signals 22 are transmitted, so plural 
transmitters are used for the respective video camera signals, along with the associated 
audio signals 25 that correspond to each of the respective video signals), 

providing retransmission equipment for receiving information transmitted by the 
transmitter and directing information regarding video images and audio, respectively, 
from each of the plurality of cameras and microphones to respective channels for 
remote viewing at a viewer's location (note in fig.2, camera signals are then multiplexed 
by element 67 and then form a combined signal 71 for transmission to multiple receivers 
where combined signal 71 is then decoded for viewing, as shown in fig. 1, and that 
interface device can receive information from transmitters and directing to receivers for 
remote viewing, and that the corresponding audio signals 25 are included with the video 
signals), 

providing channel selectors that permit viewers at their individual locations to 
select from among the channels a particular participant's view of the race (col .2, In. 22- 
25, ln.30-35 and col.6, ln.14-24), 

simultaneously operating said cameras during the event so as to generate a 
plurality of camera and audio feeds during the event, each feed individually reflecting 
the perspective of the respective participant in real time (col.3, ln.7-15 and fig.1 , note 
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respective camera signals 22 are generated from a plurality of camera feeds, where 
audio feeds 25 correspond to the respective camera signals 22), 

transmitting the plurality of feeds to the retransmitting equipment (note in fig.2, 
camera signals are then multiplexed by element 67 and then form a combined signal 71 
for transmission to multiple receivers where combined signal 71 is then decoded for 
viewing, as shown in fig. 1, and that interface device can receive information from 
transmitters and directing to receivers for remote viewing), and 

retransmitting the feeds to said channels, such that each of a plurality of viewers 
is able to select from a plurality of said channels the perspective of one or more 
individual participants or a group of participants (col.2, ln.22-25, ln.30-35 and col.6, 
In. 14-24, In. 49-55), 

wherein the video images and audio are transmitted by way of a pay-per-view 
television system or Internet or other computer network and displayed as a single or a 
plurality of selected images based on viewer selection (col.6, ln.49-61 ; note use of the 
user paying a usage fee to view and listen to the user's desired perspective of the 
sporting event via the satellite television network or system). 

Anderson Jr. does not specifically disclose the use of a split television or monitor 
screen to view image data. However, Matthews III teaches the use of a split television 
or monitor screen to view image data (fig.6, element 22 is a television monitor screen 
that shows the user's desired selected perspective of the sporting event with elements 
100 and 102 to display other images). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Anderson Jr. and Matthews III, as a whole, for 
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advantageously the television viewer to conveniently see and hear from multiple 
perspectives of a sporting event in a convenient, expeditious, intuitive, reliable, simple 
manner (col.2, ln.3-5 and ln.29-39). 

Regarding claim 14, Anderson Jr. discloses a system for distributing from the 
perspective of an individual participant in a racing event comprising a plurality of video 
cameras and microphones each mounted on an individual participant in a racing event 
(col.3, ln.7-15), a plurality of respective transmitters for transmitting information 
regarding video images from the plurality of cameras and audio signals from a plurality 
of microphones (fig.2, note plural video camera signals 22 are transmitted, so plural 
transmitters are used for the respective video camera signals, along with the associated 
audio signals 25 that correspond to each of the respective video signals), 
retransmission equipment for receiving information from said transmitters and directing 
information regarding the video images and audio signals to respective channels for 
remote viewing and listening at individual viewers' locations (note in fig.2, camera 
signals are then multiplexed by element 67 and then form a combined signal 71 for 
transmission to multiple receivers where combined signal 71 is then decoded for 
viewing, as shown in fig.1, and that interface device can receive information from 
transmitters and directing to receivers for remote viewing, and that the corresponding 
audio signals 25 are included with the video signals), and channel selectors that permit 
an individual viewer to select from among the channels (col.2, ln.22-25, ln.30-35 and 
col.6, In. 14-24, ln.49-55), thereby allowing the viewers to select and view video images 
and audio signals from at least one of said cameras and microphones and thereby 
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obtain an individual participant's view of the race (col.2, ln.22-25, ln.30-35 and col.6, 
In. 14-24, ln.49-61 ), wherein the video images are transmitted by way of a pay-per-view 
television system, Internet or other computer network and displayed as a single or a 
plurality of selected images, based on viewer selection of a single participant or 
participant group (col.6, ln.49-61 ; note use of the user paying a usage fee to view and 
listen to the user's desired perspective of the sporting event via the satellite television 
network or system). 

Anderson Jr. does not specifically disclose the use of a split television or monitor 
screen to view image data. However, Matthews III teaches the use of a split television 
or monitor screen to view image data (fig.6, element 22 is a television monitor screen 
that shows the user's desired selected perspective of the sporting event with elements 
100 and 102 to display other images). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Anderson Jr. and Matthews III, as a whole, for 
advantageously the television viewer to conveniently see and hear from multiple 
perspectives of a sporting event in a convenient, expeditious, intuitive, reliable, simple 
manner (col.2, ln.3-5 and ln.29-39). 

Conclusion 

2. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen Wong whose telephone number is (571) 272-7341 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Thursdays from 8am-6pm 
Flextime. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Allen Wong 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2613 
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